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Syracuse (WSYR-TV) -- Joanna lives in a part of the
city that is benefiting from Onondaga County’s
“Save the Rain” urban forestry program. She says
she’s received a pamphlet indicating the Parks and
Recreation department will be responsible for
watering and pruning the trees. But she also got
care instructions on how to do these things herself.
So, whose job is it, she wants to know?

Ideally, it’s hers said the city’s Arborist Stephen
Harris. The Syracuse Department of Parks,
Recreation and Youth programs is asking
homeowners to care for their trees – among 500
to be planted this fall – if possible.

Harris says this is the most efficient and effective
way to ensure that the trees thrive.

Where property owners, renders and local stakeholders cannot, follow-up care will be provided.

People interested in getting a tree through the Save the Rain program or those seeking more information on the
program may contact Brenda Bennett at Cornell Cooperative Extension of Onondaga County at at (315) 424-9485
x230 or email bmb255@cornell.edu.

Workshops on follow-up care will be provided in the spring.

Got a question for the Your Stories team? Call 446-9900 or email YourStories@9WSYR.com.
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At last, the Creekwalk shows Syracuse is treating
Onondaga Creek like it's an asset

Published: Monday, November 26, 2012, 11:38 AM Updated: Monday, November 26, 2012, 12:04 PM

By Dennis J. Connors, Post-Standard contributing columnist

In 1977, I was a new employee with the Onondaga County Department of Parks and Recreation, hired to
run its history museums. At that time, one could drive a car straight through Onondaga Lake Park, from
the parkway all the way to Longbranch Road. Automobile traffic passed right in front of the Salt Museum.

Many commuters used that park road during
afternoon rush hour as a Liverpool bypass. If I
were walking from the parks headquarters to
the Salt Museum anytime after 3 p.m., I took
my life in my hands, dodging traffic.

Parks Commissioner Jim Johst had a
controversial plan that year to eliminate cars
from most of the park road and to turn it into
a bike and pedestrian trail. Some officials
feared a public backlash and asked that
bollards be installed on a trial basis, so the
road could easily be re-opened.

One day, the commissioner stopped me and
essentially said, “Forget that!”

He wanted to remove the road in front of the
museum entirely and replace it with a
landscaped, pedestrian plaza. He was
convinced that an auto-less trail would be a

success, and he wanted to eliminate the chance of turning back. He asked if I were OK with that. It took
me about two seconds to agree.

Of course, he was right. The Onondaga Lake Park Trail has been a huge success — so much so, that it
now is two trails: the original park road for rollerbladers, bicycles and trams and a smaller, more
meandering path for pedestrians, closer to the water.

Humans are drawn to water. And cities across the world have long recognized water as one of the great
urban amenities. European cities were generally ahead of American towns in making pedestrian access to
waterfronts, be they rivers, lakes or the oceans. But over time, many U.S. cities have re-discovered
waterfronts once covered with industrial ruins or even highways.

One of the earliest was the Paseo del Rio, in San Antonio, Texas. In seeking to control flooding of the San
Antonio River — a small, unattractive stream running through town — officials in the 1920s proposed
cutting a bypass channel, then draining the river bed to make it a storm sewer with a street built over it.
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Citizens argued against covering it and
advocated for enhancing the riverbanks.
Eventually, they won, with a good deal of the
money for improvements coming from
President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Works
Progress Administration in the 1930s.

Today, San Antonio's River Walk is a
remarkable urban corridor, with restaurants
and shops lining its path and water taxis
plying its course, all along a stream no bigger
than Onondaga Creek.

More recently, cities as diverse as Richmond,
Va., Milwaukee, Wis., Covington, Ky., and
Providence, R.I., have invested considerable
financial and design resources to create
imaginative river walkways in their urban
cores. In Providence, especially, it has been
credited as one of the major catalysts for that
city’s downtown rejuvenation.

Our urban waterway is, unfortunately, not
tagged with the nobler name of “river.” It is a “creek,” which sounds a bit ... well, uninspiring. But
Onondaga Creek flows as well as many rivers elsewhere and sure looks nicer than what they call a “river”
in Los Angeles.

Additionally, it has some very appealing history.

For starters, did you know the creek was one of the reasons Syracuse was founded, a dozen years before
the first shovel was turned to build the Erie Canal? And that three magnificent 19th century stone bridges
still span the creek in the heart of downtown?

Yet much of the stream and its banks were turned to industrial uses from the beginning. A multitude of
factories and salt fields concealed its northern reaches from view, making it a convenient place to pollute
with sewage and industrial waste. People complained about its odors for decades.

With downtown portions hemmed in by industry, its southern section often flooded after heavy rains,
causing more negative associations. It was artificially channeled and fenced off. By the 1970s, we had
abused and shunned the creek, a waterway running through the middle of our city, while at the same time
lamenting that we had allowed the Erie Canal to be filled.

We first got a taste for Onondaga Creek’s potential in the 1980s, when the revitalization of Franklin
Square got under way and the first portion of the Creekwalk was finished. Now we have finally linked that
section on both its north and south ends, creating a 2.6-mile urban path from downtown's Armory Square
all the way to the shore of Onondaga Lake.

It was not an easy task. Money had to be secured, and when found, it came with tight budgets and strings
attached that, together, limited some of the more imaginative design options. A route had to be snaked
through complex property ownerships. But the city and its consultants stuck with it, and the public has
embraced the result.

The city is looking to extend the Creekwalk farther south, toward Kirk Park. And Onondaga County has
begun to re-focus on completing the “Loop-the-Lake” trail.
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Truly, the Creekwalk is just getting started. The Onondaga Historical
Association and the city are working together to add creative interpretive
stations that will explore the route’s history.

And we already have Walt, the imaginative blue sea serpent guarding the
Creekwalk at Fayette Street. There should be other places along the Creekwalk
identified for public art, perhaps some that speaks to cultural characteristics
that define Syracuse.

The addition of landscaping would be a benefit, as well as some selected
pruning and clearance of the creek bed. And there is no reason why we cannot
consider some side extensions to the walk, especially ones that would help us
discover other hidden nuggets of city history.

Even today, if one detours west where the Creekwalk hits Water Street, to loop
around back to Erie Boulevard, you can get another close-up view of the creek,
walk past the 1860s Empire Mill, enjoy the ornate 1885 former office of the
Amos Flour Mill, touch perhaps the last surviving Erie Canal docking hardware
in the city and stand just above an 1838 canal culvert — a worthwhile, two-block-long option.

And I am sure there are many other
enhancements that the city can consider ...
which, of course, begs questions about money,
maintenance and upkeep — always a task in
an urban setting with challenging winters.
Perhaps, as a community, we need to begin
thinking about a “Friends of the Creekwalk.”
New York City has a model of citizen support
for a linear park with its successful High Line.

We are very fortunate that we have this
opportunity as a community to re-discover and
re-connect with this waterway. It has
tremendous potential to be a catalyst for
substantial economic rejuvenation along its
route while enhancing our overall quality of
life. As a community, we are finally starting to
look at it as an asset rather than a source of
embarrassment.

Dennis Connors is curator of history at the Onondaga Historical Association and an occasional
columnist with The Post-Standard. He has been a resident of Syracuse since 1974 and has written books
and articles about the city's history.
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Collaboration Turning Syracuse Into Incubator Of
Great Ideas

By The Post-Standard

on November 20, 2012 at 5:00 AM, updated November 20, 2012 at 6:41 AM

By Linda Dickerson Hartsock

Contributing writer

How does change happen? Through creative partnerships that better connect people to places.

Transformation comes from the convergence of civic engagement, economic development and

entrepreneurship — and that spirit is infusing great collaborations that are changing this city and

region.

Syracuse University, the city of Syracuse and Onondaga County, along with federal, state, regional and

local partners, have joined forces to work on ambitious revitalization projects. The first phase of the

Connective Corridor came to fruition this year with new streetscapes, bike lanes, networks of green

infrastructure, technology showcase projects, redesigned urban green spaces at Forman Park and

gateway entrances to Armory Square, and public art and façade improvements across the city. Next

phases include The Civic Strip and continuing the connector streetscape across downtown where it

will link with the Onondaga Creekwalk and the Near West Side SALT District — a neighborhood that

is seeing civic, economic and physical change that is nothing short of remarkable. These are all the

result of focused, dedicated and meaningful partnerships, and they have been winning national

awards and attention for Syracuse.

This construction season, it’s easy to see change. There are more cranes in the air and construction on

the ground than anyone can recall. That’s not an accident. A laser-sharp strategic plan, key public

infrastructure investments and catalytic projects by many entrepreneurial private sector businesses

and developers, as well as other anchors such as State University College of Environmental Science

and Forestry, State University of New York Upstate Medical University and major medical institutions

that are part of this energized collaboration, are producing tangible, palpable change.

There is $1.4 billion in new investment underway in Syracuse, and it’s creating the kind of vibrant

place that attracts top talent and retains our best and brightest young people who want to be part of

this new dynamic urban landscape. It’s the reflection of vision, collaboration and scholarship in

action.
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Beyond catalyzing investment, we’re also seeing the transformation to a new economy — particularly

as more young people are launching ventures downtown, supported by great community-university

partnerships. There is a very robust innovation ecosystem at work here that is frankly the envy of

many other places. In a global marketplace, this is key to regional economic strength, as well as

quality of place.

So how can you engage? Change is more than doing projects. It’s working synergistically to create a

culture of civic entrepreneurship. It’s putting educators, students, community experts and

practitioners together to work on innovative projects that leverage our assets and address our

challenges. That’s the really exciting part. Syracuse is becoming a community incubator — a place

where great new ideas, businesses and ambitious projects can emerge and flourish.

Want to be part of it? Got an idea? We want to hear from you: corridor@syr.edu.

Linda Dickerson Hartsock is director of Syracuse University’s Office of Community Engagement and

Economic Development.
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Before deciding what the Onondaga Lake shoreline should look like in the future, FOCUS, is looking
at what the community has wanted in the past. The community group that is creating a roadmap for
the future of the polluted lake's shore, has issued a preliminary report documenting 84 years of
studies of the lake.

Graduate student Cat Foley and her team have been pouring over engineer, government and non-
profit reports dating back to 1928. All of them have suggestions about how to use the shoreline of
Onondaga Lake, one of the most polluted lakes in the country. Foley says hands down, the most
popular suggestions through the years have involved recreation -- calling for hiking trails and access
to swimming. But nothing seemed to get done.
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"There were these very thought out plans that were done and never implemented," said Foley. "I
suppose that jumped out -- how many different visions have been not just generalized visions, but
very specific ways that people have wanted to shape the shoreline, and it hasn't come to manifest
itself."

Foley wonders if things could be changing, noting that Onondaga County has approved funding for a
"loop the lake" trail that includes improvements to the west shore trail and a pedestrian bridge on the
lake's southwest shoreline.

"Half those desires are already being implemented so we have that momentum going forward, and I
think that's what makes a big difference," Foley said.

FOCUS is in the midst of analyzing more than 1,100 surveys about the future of the lakeshore, that
will be released early next year. This comes as Honeywell is embarking on a Lake restoration project
that is taking two million cubic yards of polluted sediment out of the bottom of the lake.
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NEWS: CONNECTIVE CORRIDOR PHASE ONE CONSTRUCTION WRAPS UP

The Connective Corridor closes out the construction season on a high note as the City of Syracuse, Onondaga
County and Syracuse University were recognized this week with the U.S. Green Building Council’s Global
Community Leadership Award at its annual Greenbuild Conference which attracts more than 20,000
participants.

The prestigious award recognized the team’s unique partnership and shared vision around sustainability.
Chancellor Nancy Cantor, County Executive Joanie Mahoney and Syracuse Mayor Stephanie A. Miner received
the award for their collective work on LEED building projects, as well as innovative initiatives such as Save the
Rain and the Connective Corridor.

This is truly an honor and sends a strong message that Syracuse is defined by bold vision, collaboration and
results. It’s a great venue to tell our sustainability story: The Greenbuild International Conference & Expo
convenes the industry’s largest global gathering for extensive educational workshops and demonstrations of
design innovations.

Kudos to all!

Read the U.S. Green Building Council story here.

Read the Syracuse University news story here.

We are at the finish line …
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Phase one wraps up as the green bike lanes are installed Friday, Saturday and Sunday. It’s very exciting.
There are only a few minor details on the punch list, and University Avenue and East Genesee Street will be
substantially complete next week. You’ll see the last of the pavers, a few more trees, some fine tuning and
the installation of the City parking meters. Then the construction barrels, barriers and cones will be gone, and
the new streetscape will be open in time for Thanksgiving. (Something to be really thankful for!)

Don’t get too comfortable, though, because:

 The advanced design plans for complete streetscape reconstruction for phase two (Forman Avenue to
Montgomery Street) and phase three (Montgomery Street to West Street) were completed and
submitted this week to the NYS DOT. You can exhale, because those plans will be going through DOT
and FHWA review, and that construction will not likely start before fall 2013, so there will be a
breather period as the project is reviewed and approved by regulatory entities, then bid and contracts
let. However, some prep work will begin in spring 2013, so the City and SU will begin an active
community outreach and information process starting just after the New Year.

 The Civic Strip portion of the project is also advancing to the next stage, with several key projects
planned in 2013 for the convention, cultural, museum and tourism district bounded by Montgomery
and State Streets, and the Erie Canal Museum to the north and OnCenter to the south. Watch for
them at the Everson Plaza, OHA, Erie Canal Museum and Civic Center, along with new wayfinding
signage through that district.

 We are hopeful to hear about our phase two façade improvement program funding request soon.
Watch for details.

 A major public art solicitation will be released in early 2013. Watch for those details as well.

SO NOW IT’S TIME TO ACTIVATE THE CORRIDOR. PHASE ONE INFRASTRUCTURE IS IN PLACE. BUT IT IS JUST
THE STAGE TO CREATE UPON. WHAT ARE GREAT WAYS TO BRING THE CORRIDOR TO LIFE? THE CORRIDOR
BELONGS TO THE COMMUNITY AND IT IS ONLY AS GOOD AS OUR BEST IDEAS.

We’re working on a historic walking path with our friends at OHA and talented SU industrial design students,
and launching a bike share program with area businesses and enterprising ESF students in 2013.

WHAT ELSE DO YOU WANT TO SEE? SEND YOUR THOUGHTS! INSPIRE AND CHALLENGE US.

Want to be part of a work group to help activate the corridor? Let us know. The next step is catalyzing a
creative brain trust. We’d love to have you part of it. (You can never get enough good brains working
together!) Connect with us at: corridor@syr.edu
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