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Meeting Agenda 

• Save the Rain program overview 
• Green Improvement Fund program summary 
• Impact of SWMM on GIF program 
• 2014 modifications to Green Improvement 

Fund Program 
• Follow-up items 
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Save the Rain Program Overview 
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Onondaga County Save the Rain 
Program 

• 150 individual public and 
private GI projects 
completed-to -date 

• Over 100 million gallons 
of stormwater captured 

• Signature Projects 
– Civic Strip (OnCenter, War 

Memorial, Water Street, etc.) 
– HB Treatment Wetland 
– Rosamond Gifford Zoo  

(5 projects) 
– Connective Corridor 
– Vacant Lot Projects 
– Collaboration with City 

Parks 
 

OnCenter Green Roof  
Gray Projects: 

Harbor Brook Interceptor 
Midland Conveyance (CSO 044) 
Erie Boulevard Storage System 
Gate Improvements 
Clinton Storage Facility / Conveyances 
Lower Harbor Brook Storage Facility / Conveyances 
Sewer Separation projects 
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Green Project Locations 
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• “Project 50” Campaign (2011) 
• Regional/National Recognition 

– US EPA 
– NRDC Rooftop-to-Rivers Feature 

City 
– US Water Prize 
– Bloomberg Businessweek 

• Public Engagement 
• Community Partnerships 
• Strategic Approach 

 
 

Save the Rain Program 
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Green Improvement Fund (GIF) 
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Green Improvement Fund 

GIF Program 
The Green Improvement Fund (GIF) is a grant 
program developed by Onondaga County to 
incentivize the development of green infrastructure 
stormwater mitigation techniques on private 
property 
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Green Improvement Fund 

Program Evolution 
• GIF 1.0 (March 2010) 
• GIF  2.0 (June 2011) 
• GIF 3.0 (July 2012) 
• GIF 4.0 (June 2013) 

⁻ New program boundary based on updated SWMM 
⁻ Funding tiers within program boundary 
⁻ GIF award calculator available to public 
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Program Highlights 
• 130 Applications Submitted to Date 
• 59 Projects Completed 
23 Completed in 2013 

• 42 projects awarded grant status currently in progress 
• 7 applications currently being reviewed and finalized 
22 applications failed to receive grant funding due largely to 

not being able to meet eligibility requirements or applicants 
deciding not to move forward with projects 

• Estimated annual stormwater capture for completed 
projects: 24.5 Million Gallons 

 
 

Green Improvement Fund 
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Stormwater Management Model 
(SWMM) 
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•SWMM  is not only a tool 
for regulatory 
compliance, but it is also 
used for planning and 
system optimization 

•SWMM results have 
shown that the  County 
is complying with ACJ 
milestones and the GIF is 
a key component of the  
program’s success 

HBIS 

MIS 

Onondaga 
Lake 

SWMM Analysis 
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• Incorporated weir survey elevation data 
• Incorporated 2010-2013 green infrastructure projects 
• Calibrated model using 2012 -13 flow monitoring  data 
• Minor Combined Sewer Catchment Boundary Adjustments Based  

On Field Data 
• Added: Clinton Storage Facility (6.5 MG), Lower Harbor Brook 

Storage (4.9 MG), Metro New Screen and Grit flow control 
improvement project 

• Trees were added as Green Infrastructure   
• Coordinated 3rd party review and incorporated comments 
• Identified priority GI project areas for 2013 focus 

 

2012 & 2013 SWMM Update 
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Save the Rain  

Green Improvement Fund 
2014 
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GIF Program Boundary Map  

2013 

2014 
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2014  Program 
• Tier funding remains in place 

– High Priority Areas (Green) = $0.30/gallon 
– Medium Priority Areas (Yellow) = $0.20/gallon 
– Low Priority Areas (red) = $0.10/gallon 
– Potential Future Funding Area (blue) = currently not funded 

(gathering  additional monitoring data) 
• Updated GIF Program Description and Application  
• Application Period: Thursday May 15, 2014 – Friday 

December 5, 2014 (3PM deadline) 
 
 

Green Improvement Fund 
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GIF Program Follow-up Items 
Pending projects: 
 GIF projects under contract  that are over two years old must 

present an implementation plan for construction to occur this 
season 

Maintenance: 
 Routine maintenance inspections will be conducted on completed 

GIF projects  

Reimbursement Procedure: 
 Payment claims are processed through the County 

Comptrollers office  
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Question & Answer 
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www.SaveTheRain.us 
http://savetherain.us/green-improvement-fund-gif/ 

 
Follow @SaveTheRainUS on Twitter 

Like Onondaga County Save the Rain on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/savetherainus 
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