
Did you know? 
 

¶ Onondaga County’s Save the Rain program has 

helped facilitate the planting of over 8,500 street 

trees in the City of Syracuse since 2011. 

 

¶ On average, one street tree can prevent more than 

1000 gallons of water from entering the sewer sys-

tem each year. 

 

¶ Trees also lower city temperatures in the summer, 

increase air quality by removing pollutants, pro-

vide an urban habitat for birds and pollinators, 

and increase property value and appeal. 

 

¶ Every Save the Rain project has a web page de-

scription, visit the webpage and the project sites 

for more information.  
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Red Maple (!ŎŜǊ ǊǳōǊǳƳύ 
¶ 40 — 50 feet average height 
¶ Lives from 50 —150 years 
¶ Grows well in both dry and wet 
locations 

¶ https://bit.ly/2JjNf1Z  

 Hackberry (/Ŝƭǝǎ ƻŎŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭƛǎ) 
¶ 40 — 60 feet average height 
¶ Shade tree that grows well in a 
wide range of soils 

¶ Robust, well suited to urban con-
ditions 

¶ https://bit.ly/2IZOdx2 

 American Basswood (¢ƛƭƛŀ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀπ
ƴŀύ 
 
¶ 60 – 100 feet average height 
¶ Grows faster than many Ameri-
can hardwood trees 

¶ https://bit.ly/2JilpmA 

 White Oak (vǳŜǊŎǳǎ !ƭōŀύ 
 
¶  80 - 100 feet average height 
¶ Massive canopy, can grow as 
wide as it is tall 

¶ https://bit.ly/2IZOdx2 

 Chinese Elm Hybrid (¦ƭƳǳǎ ǇŀǊǾƛŦƻπ
ƭƛŀύ 
 
¶ 50 feet average height 
¶ Extremely hardy tree 
¶ https://bit.ly/2spX0kJ 

Suggested robust trees for planting in Onondaga County Suggested robust trees for planting in Onondaga County 

 

Blackgum (bȅǎǎŀ ǎȅƭǾŀǝŎŀ) 
¶ 30 — 50 feet average height  
¶ Prefers medium to wet soils 
¶ Grows well in full sun to part 
shade 

¶ https://bit.ly/2kyRSai 
 

 Lilac ({ȅǊƛƴƎŀ ǊŜǝŎǳƭŀǘŀ) 
¶ 25-30 feet average height 
¶ Best known for it’s showy, fra-
grant, creamy white flowers  that 
bloom in late spring. 

¶ https://bit.ly/2xuJqlW 

 American Hornbeam (/ŀǊǇƛƴǳǎ ŎŀǊƻπ
ƭƛƴƛŀƴŀύ 
 
¶ о5 - 50 feet average height 
¶ Prefers shade and moderate soil 
moisture.  

¶ https://bit.ly/2ssyy24 

 Flowering Dogwood (/ƻǊƴǳǎ ƅƻǊƛŘŀύ 
 
¶ 10 feet average height 
¶ Prefers moist, acidic soil with 
some afternoon shade, but 
strong morning sun 

¶ https://bit.ly/2kzLa43 
 

 Gray Birch (.Ŝǘǳƭŀ ǇƻǇǳƭƛŦƻƭƛŀ) 
 
¶ 20 - 40 feet average height 
¶ Very tolerant of varying soil con-
ditions 

¶ https://bit.ly/2LKzHei 
 


