
 
 

Engaging the Community in “Save the Rain” Green 
Infrastructure Demonstration Projects

Neighborhood based green infrastructure demonstration projects
reducing combined sewage overflows, exposing
can be used to reduce combined sewage overflows, beautifying the neighborhood, providing jobs to 
neighborhood youth and giving residents the
an important part of the demonstration projects installed as part of the Save the Rain education and outreach 
program.  To meet all these goals, technical skills and community involvement we
from the beginning.   

The Onondaga Earth Corps is a youth development and green job training program that employs youth ages 
15-20 from the City of Syracuse to work on community beautification, environmental improvement and 
outreach projects.  Onondaga Environmental Institute is a non
mission is to advance environmental research, education, planning and restoration in Central New York. 
staff have extensive experience with the Onondaga L
engagement.  Onondaga Environmental Institute worked with
the demonstration projects as well as engage additional members of the community.

With the kind of experience that only comes from living and working in the same neighborhood, the 
Onondaga Earth Corps played a key role in identifying potential demo project sites.  The youth
half a dozen sites as potential demo project sites
infrastructure plans for the three best sites

The youth presented their ideas for each site at an event hosted by the Midland Avenue Community 
Gardeners.  Community members at the event were able to share their opinions about the sites selected and 
the proposed green infrastructure plans. 
the job opportunities afforded the youth, the pa

  

Engaging the Community in “Save the Rain” Green 
Infrastructure Demonstration Projects

Neighborhood based green infrastructure demonstration projects can serve multiple goals
reducing combined sewage overflows, exposing residents to the different types of green infrastructure that 

bined sewage overflows, beautifying the neighborhood, providing jobs to 
neighborhood youth and giving residents the opportunity to be part of the solution.  Each of these goals was 
an important part of the demonstration projects installed as part of the Save the Rain education and outreach 
program.  To meet all these goals, technical skills and community involvement were built into the process 

The Onondaga Earth Corps is a youth development and green job training program that employs youth ages 
20 from the City of Syracuse to work on community beautification, environmental improvement and 

ch projects.  Onondaga Environmental Institute is a non-profit environmental organization whose 
mission is to advance environmental research, education, planning and restoration in Central New York. 

have extensive experience with the Onondaga Lake Watershed, green infrastructure and community 
Onondaga Environmental Institute worked with the Onondaga Earth Corps to design and install 

engage additional members of the community.   

comes from living and working in the same neighborhood, the 
Onondaga Earth Corps played a key role in identifying potential demo project sites.  The youth
half a dozen sites as potential demo project sites.  OEI staff worked with the OEC to develop preliminary green 

the three best sites.   

 
The youth presented their ideas for each site at an event hosted by the Midland Avenue Community 

Community members at the event were able to share their opinions about the sites selected and 
the proposed green infrastructure plans. In addition to the constructive criticism, they voiced their support for 
the job opportunities afforded the youth, the passion and knowledge displayed by the youth and the 
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investment in the community.   Based upon 
Community Center and the Barnabas Center. 

 The Bishop Foery Center is a community center operated b
neighborhood around Newell Street on the Southside of Syracuse

 

The Barnabas Center is operated by the Salvation Army and serves 
Syracuse as well as from other areas of Onondaga County

 

  

Based upon their feedback, the two sites selected were the Bishop Foery 
Community Center and the Barnabas Center.  

The Bishop Foery Center is a community center operated by Catholic Charities that serves youth
neighborhood around Newell Street on the Southside of Syracuse.   

The Barnabas Center is operated by the Salvation Army and serves high risk youth from the Southside of 
f Onondaga County.  
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OEI staff and OEC youth and staff met multiple times with community center staff and building owners to 
further develop the plans to fit their needs and those of their
plans occurred to address concerns about best use of space, vandalism, water damage to buildings and 
damage to the planned project from stray basketballs.
the addition of gutters to the front of the 
Stormwater that previously flowed off the roof, down the path and into the storm drain in the street now 
flows into the rain barrels and rain gardens.  

 Digging, amending the soil, leveling the bottom and planting are all part of building a rain 
garden. 

  

OEI staff and OEC youth and staff met multiple times with community center staff and building owners to 
ir needs and those of their clients.  Refinements and modifications of both 

ddress concerns about best use of space, vandalism, water damage to buildings and 
damage to the planned project from stray basketballs.  The resulting plan for the Bishop Foery Center included 
the addition of gutters to the front of the building, four rain barrels, two linked rain gardens
Stormwater that previously flowed off the roof, down the path and into the storm drain in the street now 
flows into the rain barrels and rain gardens.  Pictures of the installation and the finished 

Digging, amending the soil, leveling the bottom and planting are all part of building a rain 

 

OEI staff and OEC youth and staff met multiple times with community center staff and building owners to 
clients.  Refinements and modifications of both 

ddress concerns about best use of space, vandalism, water damage to buildings and 
The resulting plan for the Bishop Foery Center included 

two linked rain gardens and two benches.  
Stormwater that previously flowed off the roof, down the path and into the storm drain in the street now 

Pictures of the installation and the finished project are below: 

 

 
Digging, amending the soil, leveling the bottom and planting are all part of building a rain 



 
 

 

 

 

At the Barnabas Center, modifications were made to the existing gutter to send the wat
through a pipe underneath the driveway to a rain garden.  Previously, the water was flowing from the roof on 
to the sidewalk and into a storm drain.  Green wall boxes were planted 
Barnabas Center and hung on the fence as an example of what a green wall could look like.
installation and the finished project are below:

Rain gardens are specially designed to capture water from roofs and other hard surfaces.  
Water from the roof of the Bishop Foery Center flows from the gutter into the rain barrels.  
When the rain barrels are full they overflow back into the gutter and down into the rain 
gardens. 
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through a pipe underneath the driveway to a rain garden.  Previously, the water was flowing from the roof on 
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The rain garden at the Barnabas Center
had to be cut in order to put in a pipe that receives water from the gutter and sends it to the rain 
garden.  

Youth from the Barnabas Center joined the Onondaga Earth Corps for the planting of the rain garden and the 
green wall planters. 
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Youth from the Barnabas Center joined the Onondaga Earth Corps for the planting of the rain garden and the 
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 Finally, with assistance from OEI staff, the OEC developed hands
community centers.  The OEC led these workshops to teach folks at the centers about the importance of 
saving the rain, how to take care of the newly installed green infrastruc
of the projects by staff and clients. 

The rain garden at Barnabas was designed to fit i
not interfere with recreational uses of the lawn.

  

Finally, with assistance from OEI staff, the OEC developed hands-on workshops for staff and youth at both 
nters.  The OEC led these workshops to teach folks at the centers about the importance of 

saving the rain, how to take care of the newly installed green infrastructure and to further foster

designed to fit in with the rest of the landscaping that borders the property and 
not interfere with recreational uses of the lawn. 
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As a result of engaging the community centers throughout the process, the projects have been embraced by 
the centers.  Staff at Bishop Foery have been working 
both the beauty of the rain gardens and the opportunity to teach the kids about plants.  The maintenance 
supervisor at the Barnabas Center said, “Nice work, you guys can work for me anytime.”   The you
Barnabas who assisted with the project were surprised to see how much work a group of young people can 
accomplish and that they could learn job skills doing it.  The next step in the process will be inviting 
community members on tours of the projects

The Onondaga Earth Corp led staff and teens from the Barnabas Center in a worksh
green infrastructure and a tour of the demonstration project.

Kids from the Bishop Foery Center decorated watering buckets for watering the rain garden and played a game 
about the importance of trees in reducing combined sewage overflows. 

  

 

 

As a result of engaging the community centers throughout the process, the projects have been embraced by 
the centers.  Staff at Bishop Foery have been working with the kids in the care of the garden and appreciate 
both the beauty of the rain gardens and the opportunity to teach the kids about plants.  The maintenance 
supervisor at the Barnabas Center said, “Nice work, you guys can work for me anytime.”   The you
Barnabas who assisted with the project were surprised to see how much work a group of young people can 
accomplish and that they could learn job skills doing it.  The next step in the process will be inviting 
community members on tours of the projects. 

The Onondaga Earth Corp led staff and teens from the Barnabas Center in a workshop about the importance of 
green infrastructure and a tour of the demonstration project. 
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It is our belief that engaging the community throughout the process of doing neighborhood based green 
infrastructure will not only help prevent combined sewage overflows, but also increase acceptance and 
survival of green infrastructure while contributin
environmentally and aesthetically. 
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