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Presentation Overview 

• Save the Rain program overview 

• Education & outreach initiatives 

• Onondaga Lake water quality & fish populations 

• Green infrastructure projects 

– Green Street: Newell Street 

– Vacant Lot: 621 W. Newell Street 

– Green Park: McKinley Park 
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Save the Rain Program Overview 

• County Executive Joanie 
Mahoney wanted a better 
way to meet 
environmental goals 
without building more 
Regional Treatment 
Facilities (RTFs) 

• Combined approach – gray 
and green infrastructure 

 

Green Gray STR 
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Save the Rain Education & Outreach 

• www.SaveTheRain.US 

• Tree Planting Program 

• Rain Barrel Workshops  

• Baltimore Woods Nature Center  
“Nature in the City” 3rd grade  
education program (all SCSD schools) 

• Connect the Drops litter reduction  
campaign 

• Social media: Facebook, twitter, Instagram, YouTube 
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Water Quality Improvements 

• Remarkable recovery, 
greatly improved water 
quality in Onondaga Lake 
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Fish Communities of Onondaga Lake 

• Greater diversity than years 
past – 53 species of fish 
identified by county sampling  
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Green Infrastructure Projects  

• 189 projects completed 
to date (2010-2016) 

 

• Variety of green 
infrastructure 
technology, project size 
& land ownership 

 

• Nearly 123 million 
gallons captured 
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Green Infrastructure Technologies 
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Green Street: West Newell Street 

• W. Newell Street, from Onondaga 
Creek Bridge to Vale Street 

• Underground infiltration trench 

• Runoff capture: 91,492 gal/year 
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Green Street: West Newell Street 
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Green Street: West Newell Street 
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QUESTIONS ON THE GREEN STREET 
PROJECT? 
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Greening a Vacant Lot: 621 Newell Street 

• Location: The south side of     
W. Newell St. between Vale 
Street and Baldwin Ave. 

 

• Current Use: Vacant Lot 

 

• Rain Garden/Bioretention 
Basin 

 

 

Photos of the lot before construction 

https://deliver.ch2m.com/projects/381098/Pictures/M-29_Hughes_Magnet_School_Parking_Lot/M-29 12-3-11 002.jpg
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• Watershed Area: 621 W. Newell Street Lot and W. Newell 
Street, between Vale Street and Baldwin Avenue 

• Runoff capture: 158,691.2 gal/yr  
• Impervious Area: 8,912 sf 
• Total Watershed Area: 20,593 sf 
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• Bioretention Basin 
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QUESTIONS ON THE VACANT LOT 
PROJECT? 
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Green Park: McKinley Park 

• Bioretention and 
porous pavement 
with underground 
infiltration 

 

• Runoff capture: 
1,028,000 gal/yr 

 

• Porous pavement 
basketball court will 
be constructed by 
September 

Example of a Save the Rain/Courts 4 Kids porous 
pavement basketball court at Skiddy Park 
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Green Park: 
McKinley 
Park 
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Green Park: McKinley Park 
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Green Park: McKinley Park 
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QUESTIONS ON THE GREEN PARK 
PROJECT? 
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Next Steps 

• We will work to make sure everyone in the 
neighborhood is aware of construction 
schedules 

• Another meeting, flyers, and information on 
the website/social media 

• Please be sure you’ve signed in so we can 
contact you with more information as we 
progress toward construction 
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Questions? 

MadisonQuinn@ongov.net 

Please visit our website: www.SaveTheRain.us/drops 

Follow @SaveTheRainUS on Twitter & @savetherain.us on Instagram 

“Like” Onondaga County Save the Rain on Facebook:  

facebook.com/savetherainus 

Subscribe to savetherainus on YouTube 


