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Presentation Overview 

• Save the Rain program overview 

• Education & outreach initiatives 

• Onondaga Lake water quality & fish populations 

• Green Infrastructure projects 

– Green Street Projects 

• Ackerman Ave 

• Lancaster Ave 

• Comstock Ave 

• McKinley Ave 
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Save the Rain Program Overview 

• County Executive Joanie 
Mahoney wanted a 
better way to meet 
environmental goals 
without building more 
Regional Treatment 
Facilities (RTFs) 

• Combined approach – 
gray and green 
infrastructure 

 

Green Gray STR 
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Save the Rain Education & Outreach 

• www.SaveTheRain.US 

• Tree Planting Program 

• Rain Barrel Workshops  

• Baltimore Woods Nature Center 
“Nature in the City” 3rd grade 
education program (all SCSD schools) 

• Connect the Drops litter reduction 
campaign 

• Social media – Facebook, twitter, 
Instagram, YouTube, LinkedIn  
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Water Quality Improvements 

• Remarkable recovery, 
greatly improved water 
quality in Onondaga Lake 
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Fish Communities of Onondaga Lake 

• Greater diversity than years 
past – 53 species of fish 
identified by county sampling  
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Green Infrastructure Projects  

• Over 180 projects 
completed to date 
(2010-2016) 

• Variety of green 
infrastructure 
technology, project size 
& land ownership 

• Over 123 million 
gallons captured 
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Green Infrastructure Technologies 
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Green Streets 
• Ackerman Ave. 

between Euclid 
and Broad 

• Lancaster Ave. 
between Euclid 
and Kensington 

• Comstock Ave. 
between E. Colvin 
and Euclid 

• McKinley Ave. 
between S. Salina 
and S. State 
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Combined Sewer Overflow 060/077 
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Ackerman & Lancaster Avenue 
Green Infrastructure 
Measures: 
 
• Underground Infiltration & Storage 

Trenches under the road 
 

• Vegetative Infiltration Trenches at 
Intersections (Rain Gardens) – between 
road and sidewalks 

 
• Collects and filters rain water before 

entering the combined system 
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Comstock and McKinley Avenue 
Green Infrastructure 
Measures: 
 
• Underground Infiltration & Storage Trenches under the road 
 
• Vegetative Infiltration Trenches at Intersections (Rain Gardens) 

– between road and sidewalks in select locations along 
Comstock Avenue 

 
 

McKinley Avenue Comstock Avenue 
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Green Streets Examples 

Examples of rain gardens adjacent to roadways 
 
Underground infiltration trenches are visually benign – hidden under the road and tied into 
storm systems 

West Onondaga Street 
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Green Streets Examples 

Sumner Avenue – underground infiltration trench 

Concord Place  
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Preferred Street Trees  
(City of Syracuse) 

Syringa reticulata – ‘ivory 
silk’ 

Acer campestre – ‘field 
maple’ 

Ulmus americana – ‘valley forge’ 
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Maintenance 

• Onondaga County 

– Inspect rain garden inflow areas for sediment 
accumulation  

– Inspect rain gardens for erosion of mulch and sediment 

– Inspect for dead or dying vegetation 

– Trash/debris removal 

– Infiltration trench maintenance 

 

• City of Syracuse 

– Street tree maintenance 
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Ackerman Ave. 
Runoff Capture Volumes 

Impervious Area:                4.5  acres 
Runoff Volume for 1 in. Rain:           8,963 cu ft 
Annual Runoff Reduction:           4.23 million gal/yr 
 
Estimated Construction Cost:            $605,000+/- 
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Lancaster Ave. 
Runoff Capture Volumes 

Impervious Area:                  4.9 acres 
Runoff Volume for 1 in. Rain:          15,519 cu ft 
Annual Runoff Reduction:            3.29 million gal/yr 
 
Estimated Construction Cost:                     $897,000+/- 
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Comstock Ave. 
Runoff Capture Volumes 

Impervious Area:                   9.4 acres 
Runoff Volume for 1 in. Rain:          17,484 cu ft 
Annual Runoff Reduction:              3.7 million gal/yr 
 
Estimated Construction Cost:                   $1,708,000+/- 
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McKinley Ave. 
Runoff Capture Volumes 

Impervious Area:                  1.9 acres 
Runoff Volume for 1 in. Rain:           6,484 cu ft 
Annual Runoff Reduction:           1.37 million gal/yr 
 
Estimated Construction Cost:                     $170,000+/- 
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Lancaster and Ackerman Green Streets 
Anticipated Construction Schedule 

 

• Complete Design   Fall/Winter 2016-2017 

• Construction Start  Spring/Summer 2017 

• Construction Complete Summer/Fall 2017 
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Questions? 

MadisonQuinn@ongov.net 

AdamWoodburn@ongov.net 

Please visit our website: www.SaveTheRain.us/drops 

Follow @SaveTheRainUS on Twitter & @savetherain.us on Instagram 

“Like” Onondaga County Save the Rain on Facebook:  

facebook.com/savetherainus 

Subscribe to savetherainus on YouTube 


